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PERFORMANCE IN EVERY FIBRE
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As a proudly
Independent, inventive
and industrious
business, our story
has always been
slightly different to
the norm. Here, we
tell that story so far...

Ben Griffiths, Managing Director, Tilsatec
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Rhino Yarn brand story

Rhino Yarn is our manufacturing process, but it's
also much more than that. It's the combination of
many strands. Each as integral and essential as
the rest. Together, they make us incredibly strong.
They're all part of a story we're very proud of, and
one we're still writing. A story of some amazing,
independent minded, innovative, hard-working
people. And a brave Eureka moment that kick
started our business.

Rhino Yarn brand story
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The first two strands in the Rhino Yarn story are a
place, Wakefield in West Yorkshire, and the people
who live here. In the 19th century, this is where
water running down from the gritstone Pennine
hills came together with an industrious, committed,
highly skilled local population. The result was the
perfect conditions for a wool textile industry that
went on to export its products across the world.

Rhino Yarn brand story
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The next strand in our story was the foundation
of a business. In 1880, Harrap Brothers, a spinning
business, was launched in West Yorkshire. In 1890
they moved to Wakefield, where they’ve remained
ever since. In 1934 they became Sirdar, in honour
of Lord Kitchener’s appointment as Sirdar of the
Egyptian army. In 1989, they acquired Tilsa Yarns,
a hosiery and fashion yarns manufacturer, and
the precursor to Tilsatec.

Rhino Yarn brand story
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We've never been afraid to try new things. So,

in 2001 our yarn technologists began developing
composite yarn structures with a stainless steel
core. As soon as we knew we were able to process
and spin steel to incredibly fine grades whilst
achieving high-cut performance, we knew we

were on to something.
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However, when we took this technology out to
market, interest was muted. Undaunted, we began
to manufacture our own products made from our
proprietary cut-resistant Rhino Yarn.

Rhino Yarn brand story Rhino Yarn brand story
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Determined to remain in complete control we
created our own purpose-built independent
Research and Development laboratory. Having a
facility like this on-site equips us to be ready for
the future. It means we can try out new ideas and
fresh combinations of materials, while maintaining
stringent due diligence and quality control.

Meanwhile, our search for ever more
comfortable, flexible and durable cut-resistant
yarn technologies continues...
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